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The Printer tothe courteors aud 
Gentlemen Readers. 


Entlemen, theſe two T alcs tranſlated our 
of ARIOSTO, and the other Stanzics tol= 
l owing,were not done by this Tranſlator, 
to compare(as it were) with maſter HAR- 
RINGTONS verſes (for he acknowledgeth 
himſelfe euery way his inferiour)but for his owne pri- 
vatc excerciſe, and atthe carneſt intreatic of ſome gen= 
tlemen his friends,all which he did in the yeere 1592. 
he being then in Italic : Yet the rather is kee content 
they ſhould come abroad, becauſe that by the harſhnes 
of the one, you may percetue the {weetenelle of the 6. 
ther. And thus not doubting of your wonted cutteſtes, 
Icommit my ſclfe , and them to your fauourable con» 


ficuctons, and ſo bid you farewell. 
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THE FIRST TALE: 


Cant,43. Stanza 11. beginning thus: 
Qua ſu laſciaiti vna citta vicins, 


7] Ot farre fromhence youleft a citric nie, 
Bout which acriſtal river clecre doth run, 

| Into whoſe ſtreame the ſurging Po doth hie 
S3) And fountains head doth from Benaco come 
This cittic founded was (when cruelly. 

Thebes was deſtroyd) built by Agenors ſonne) 

There was I borne of ancient gentle blood, 

Bur poore in wealth,in living and in good, 


Tf Fortune at my birth had little care, 

To make me rich in heapes of glittring gold, 
Nature that fault ſupplide with beauty, rare, 3 
T hat fawrer then my ſ{clfe none could beholde, [ 
Both maides and married wiucs goodwill me bare, : 
When I was young,their hearts for lJoue were colde, 
For I was curteous, and {till ſhewd the ſame, 
(Although ſor one to praiſe hiwſclfe tis ſhame.) 


(By channce) within this cittie did abide, 

A reuerend Sire, whoſe learning did ſurmount | 
Beyond all creditfarre,who when he dide, 4 
His yeates a hundred twentie cight did count, | 
From company he kept himſelfe ſtill wide, 
Till in his Jatter age he left his wont, | | 
For being in love, through gifts(fuch was his lot,) 5 
He of a matron fairc,a maide begor. | 
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| The firſt Tale, 
And toprouide the daughter ſhould not be 
Liketothe mother,who for greedy gaine, 

Did {cll that gemme (ſans price her chaltitie, 
Worth faire more golde than doth in world remaine, 
From place where was reſort, he (here) did hie, 
Where finding this alone and deſart plaine, 

T is rich and ſumptuous Pallace 05 on faire, 

He diuells forc'te ro make binchantmeut rare, , 


By women old and chaſte, his davghter deere 

He cauſde in this for to be nouriſhed, * 

Where neuer man {he once could ſee,or heare | 

To Peake ſhe was yong) was ſuffered, 

And that ſhe might of Ladies without peere, 
Examples take, of ſuch as baniſhed 

Allawlcſle lone, he made for hir delight, 

Such to be carude, and drawne in colours right, ! 
Not onely ſuch as by their vertues rare, 

Adorned haue the world in times thats paſt, 

Whoſe glorious fame olde hiſtories declare, 

And make them live whilſt heau'n and carth ſhalllaſt, 
But ſuch to come, who Iralie moſt faire _ 

Shall make through their behauiour ſiveete and chalte 
He cauſde their p1Qtures liucly drawne to be, 


AsaretheſcEight you in this tountaine ſce. 


| Arlaſt, when he his daughter iudged ripe; 

Toioyne with man innuptiall married bed, 

Whether my good jvicke twas,or me to ſpite, 

I choſen was fore others, her to wed, 

Theſe ſpatious fieldes about the walles in ſight, (bred 
With fiſh-ponds, champaine grounds where beaſts are 
(Which twenty miles in compaſle bout do winds) 

He for his daughters dowry me aſsinde. 


Faire was ſhe, and ſo love'y qualified, 
As Idcltre could not, or couct more 
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The wittte Pallas ſhe might goe before, 

Her touch on lute, and ſong did well deſcribe, 

In heau'n, and not on carth that ſhe was bore, 

And (o to the liberall Artes ſhe had given her minde, 


She little came her fathers skill behinde. 


With wiſedome great, with beauty (oy blame) 
(Which would haue madeto loue aſenſleſle ltone) 
 Was1oynde ſuch loue, and ſweeteneſle to the ſame 

As makes my heart (rothinke thereon,) to groanc,' 
No10y nor pleaſure did the feele,but paine, 

Vnleſle ſhe went, and was with me alone, 

Thus long we liude fans iarre or icalous gruch, 
Atlalt, through folly mine we had too much. 


WhenT hue veeres had liude a married many 

My father 1n lawe did leaue this world of woe, 

And then to ſpring my forrowes firſt began, 
Which yet I feele, and how the ſame Ic ſhew, 
Whilſt on my wife Lone breathde with chaſteſt fan 
Freth love for me, which cauſde me louc her ſo, 

A noble Dame of this our Cittic here, 

Enamoured mightily of me didappeare, 


She of enchantments and of witches craft, 

Pid know as much as any ſorcereſle, 

The day asnighr, the night ſhe day by Arr, 

And ſunne moouelefle could make,the carth ſtil freſh 
As, Maie, yct never could ſhe mooue my heart, 
Toheale her amorous wound remedileſle, 

With plaiſter ſuch as well I could not giue, 

Valcllc 1 ſhould .uy wife vaiuſtly gricue. 


And though the curteous was and lovely more, 
And though I knew ſhe lou'de me as her ſelfe, 
Although.the offered gifts and promiſt ſtore, 
And laide before me baitez of ticing pelfe, 


* $7 
4 A 4 
T*, ' " ” N - | 4 wo —— 
4 d.. : "s/ ſ ”; % f ſ 


ERS 5 
a | J —_ 


OE _— 
—_ 


The firſt Tale. '/ * 
Yernot one ioteof my goodwill therefore 
Shce cre could get from me by amorous ſtealth, 
To know my wife tome was conſtant true, 


 Myheatt and fancie to her wholly drew. 


T he hopesthe firme belicfe,ſure certainery, 


| Iheldofmydeare Spoules loyalneſlle, ; 


Would mc have made the beauty to deny 
Of Ledas daughter, and her daintineſlc, 
Or th'ocher prÞffers which on Ida hies 
Had Paris by the angry Goddeſles, 

Yet were not my repulſes of ſuch ſtrength, 
'T hat I could rid my hands of herat length, 


One day as forth, this witch of Pallas mine, 
Melifla found me, ({oecach did her call) 

And to diſcourſe with me had ſpace and time, 
She found the meanes to turne my ſweets togall, 


That faith I had (till of my wife ſo kind, 


T hrough icalouſic ſhe cauſde from heart to fall, 
Peginnang thus : She praiſed mine intent, 
Faithfullto be where faithfulneſſe was meant. 


But ſay thou canſt not, faithfull is thy Wiue, 
Lefle firſt (quoth ſhe) of her thou triall make, 
Put caſe the loyalſt wench ſhe be alive, 

Iffalne ſhe hath not, yet ſhe fall may take, 
Then if thou ner her from thy fide depriue, 
Nor other man than thee, ſecs ſlcepe, or wake, 
How haſt thou this foole hardineſſ toſay? 
She conſtant is ike to the Laurel Bay, 


Do but abſent thy ſelfe awhile from home, 

'Throvgh citie and through country giue thou out, - 
That thouart patted, and leauec her alone 

And licence Loutrs come with reuell rowt, 

It ſhe by luring gifts or piteous mone 

Make not flrange grafts within thy braine to age <7 


e e 
And ſeek to hide the ſame,hauing done amiffe, 
Then maiſt thou rizhtly ſay,ſbe honeſt is. 


With ſuch ſtrange ſpeech, and to the ſame much lecke 
Th'enchantreſle cubrill) c Byes me onward til, 
That I to know my Ladies faith will ſecke 

By proofe te ſee, hap tome good or ill, . 
Suppoſe (quoth I) the nuptiall bands ſhe breke, 
Which I cannot beleeue, beleeuc nor will 

How may I afterward my ſeife aſlure, 

If praiſe,or ſhame ſhe merites to endure? 


Meliſſa anſwered; Ile beftowe oh thee 
A Cup to drinke in, of rare Vertue ſtrange, 
(Morgana's worke) that brether hers might ſee, 
How oft from faith Geneuora did range, 

Who a wife hath chaſte,drinke in't may trank & free, 
But,he cannot; if ſhe be giuen to change: 

For when he thinkes the wine to drinke therein 


It ſpils and ſpurts in boſome ſtrait of him. 


Before thou part, I will the ſame thou proue, 
And without ſhedding drop,thou drink 1t ſhall, 
For I do know thy w ife's yet true in loue, 

As ſoone thou thiseffe ſee plainely (hal; 

But if at thy returne thy hart thee moue 

Triall ro make,I doubt what will befall, 

For if not ſhedding in boſome drinke thou can, 
Then lle count thee the happielt marcied man. 


This proffer (with the Cup) ſhe doth beftowe 
On me, do accept and put in vre 

The proofe, and finde(as I defirde) to know | 
My leuring Mare, chaſte to me, conſtant, pure 
Melif fatth, alittle from her go, 

A month or rwo to ſtay trom home endure: 
Fhen turne againe and trie,itin this C 


up, 
Thou without ſpillog,canft the _ drinke VP. 


The firſt Tale, 

To mecit ſcermdea death, to go my way, 

Not that 1 doubted of her faith ſo much, 

Az3,caule aday,I could not from her ſtay, 

No not an houre, my loue to her was ſuch, 

Ile make thee finde the trueth of this, did ay 

Meliſla,if thou wilt by other touch, 

Chansec ſhalt thou ſpeech and wotdes for this :ntent, 
And (like another) fore her thy ſelte preſcar. 


Hearke how. The Po acitie doth defend, 
Which ftands hereby with fierce and threatning Horn 
Whoſe wurifd1Gtion doth from hence extend 

To the place where Seca his Ebbe and flow doth turne, 
bp For auncientneſle it yeeIdes, bur doth contend 

With others, richnes ſuch doth it adorne. 

The Troyans Offpring there, firſt plot did lay, 

W hich ſcaped from the ſcourge of Attila. 


In treaſure rich,a louely youthfull Knight, 

T his Cittie bridle doth with lordly raine, 

Who after Falcon ranne(which did alight 

One day by chance in pallace thine)amaine: 
Where he thy wife ſawe, who ſo at firſt;fight 
Plcafde him, as figne in heart doth (till remaine, 
And many ſhifts he vſed afterward 

To his delire to make her bowe (too hard.) 


Yetherrepulſes ſharpe,ſo bitter were » 

T hat he his ſute gaue ore as deſperate» 

Bur yether beauty, which Loue drawne had there, 
Within his minde he helde, and n'er forgate. 
Meliſla fo me fAlatrered, in mine care, 

As I content was ſhe ſhould lay this plat: 

And meſhe changde(but how'l know not I 

Like him in ſpecch,and fauour ſodainely. 


T had(before) vnto my wife yfainde, | 
Th:t towardes the Leuant,I parted was to goe: 
Bucinthis youtbfull louer being changde, 
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The firſt Tale. 

In gate, in voyce, in habite,and in ſhow, 

I] with my Witch rerurnde, who {tl remainde 

Wirth me,and tooke of Page the ſhape as tho, 


And gemmes of price had,which as we did faine, 
From th'[ndians and the Eritreans came. 


I which did know ech doore of pallace mine, 
Boldly entred, Mehſla following me, 
And tound my Womanthen at ſuch a time, 
As man nor maide Ithere with her could ſees 
I ſhew my griefe, and thea with cunning fine, 
(7 he Spurres of euill, if ſo ſhe will agree) 

offer Rubies, Diamonds,Emeraulds,ſuch 
As would haue moude a minde more chaſte by nwch. 


Andrtell her,this is but a trifle ſmall, 

To ſuch rare Tewels,as afterward ſhall come, 
The opportunitie ſhe hath withall 

] ſhew her, fith her husband is from home, 
Then (as ſhe knew) Iprayde to mind to call, 
How I to be her Lover fill have ſhowne: 
And that Ilouing her with loue ſo chaſte, 
Well worthy was of ome rewarde at lalt. 


Much was ſhe grieude at firſt theſe words to heare; 
Nor would ſhe heare me ſpeake,but bluſhc for ſhame, 
But ſeciog thoſe coſtly gems,whick ſhone more cleare 
T han fare, her ſtubberne hart, ſtrait meek became, 
And anſwered with a ſoft and fainting cheare, 

That, which to thinke on makes me dead remaine, 

T hat it ſhe were aſſurde none might this know, 


She ready was this pleaſure me to !how. 


This ſpeechto my heart as poiſned dart did ceme, 
Through which my ſfoule(me thought)transfiaxed was: 
Throvgh every tointa ſodaine cold did run, 
My ſpecch remaind rwixt 1awes, nor forth could paſls; 
Mclilla, who her Chauntments "- vndone, | 
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FE The firſt Tale. 
Turnde me into my proper ſhape and face, 
Imagin how ſhe lookte, when found by me, | 
Her ſelte {he ſawe in ſo towle fault to be. | 


Both of vs pale became, as death molt like, 

Both of vs ſpcechlellc,with our eyes on ground, 
Scarce had my faltring tongue ſuch force and might, 
Thus rocr:e out (griete ſo my heart did wound,) 

And would(t thou then betray me ({hameleſle wight? 
When who would buy minc honor) thou had(t found? 
To this no anſwere gaue ſhe me atall, 


Burt tcares like orient pearles on cheekes let fall. 


Great was her ſhame, her coller more.,not leſle, 
To ſcc megainſt her worke this ſtrange diſgrace, 
And fo increaſt (atlaſt) in headineſle, 

As rage and deadly hate in her tooke place: 
Seeking to flie from me with ſpeedmeſle, 

And whenthe Sunne had run bis wonted race, 
She to the river ſtealer, where all the nighr 

Ja Barge ſhe rowes away with maine and might. 


: Andin the morning doth her ſ:lfe preſent 
FAT Before that Knight, who her long time had lou'de, 
Vnder whoſe habite falſe and ſhapeI went, 
8 When witleſle gainſt mine honour I her mouv'de. 
Judge you how welcome, ſhe,and her intent 
Wasgto him, who n'er thoght ſuck 10y thaue prou'der 
Thence word ſhe fent me(which as death doth gore) 


That n'er ſhe would be mine, nor loue me more. 


Wo 1s me,from that day vnto this, in ioy 

She lives with him, and icſtcth at my griefe, 
Andl (thankes to my ſelfe) in this annoy 

Do pine away, and no where finderclicfe, 
Still growes it, and wſt tis, it me deltroy, 

And }:ttle now remaines my dayes to briefe, 
Nor ſcarce | thinke, the firſt yecre had I livers 
But that one thing to mc hath c:mfort giuen. 
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The comfort's this, that of ſ@ many men, 
Which herefor ten yeeres ſpace y-ledged be, 

| (For I this Cup doc offer ail of them) ' 
Not one (ſauns ſheading) drinke I yet could ſee, 
Tolſce [a mine,)ſo many, with like wem 
Vpoen their cheeke, ſome comfort is to mes 
'ſ hou onely done, amongſt ſo many haft 
Wiſcly,for to refuſe ſo dangereus taſte. 


My curious will, which made me ſcarchto know, 
(More than I ought)the manners of wy Wite, 
Makes care and griefe freſh in me ſtill ro grow, 
And forceth me to leade a hellith life. 

Of this Melifla glad herſelfe did (ow, 

(But ſmall it durde) being author ofthis ſtrife, 
For I her hated ſo, for this my ill, | 

Thar her I ner would ſec and ſo do (till, 


She taking this my hate impatient 

Whome the to loue more then her ſelfe did faine, 
Where Lady of my heart incontinent, 

She thoughtin place of th'sther to remaine, 

Not for to haue her griefe ſonigh, ſhe went 
Heauie from hence, becanſe of my diſdaine, 
And from this country wandred ſhe fo far, 

As afterncucrnew?5Iheard of her. 


Thus ſaide and ceaſt, the wofull Caualiere,' 

Who liude in anguiſhto his lateft day, 

Too late repenting that his loucly Pheere 
Through folly his, he forſt to ge her ways 

A caucat good for icalous heads to beare 

In minde, leſt for their paines they finde like pay, 
Towhom I wiſh ſuch lucke as had this Knight, * 
And tothcir Wines like change for their delight, 


Siens 28. di Lulio 1592. 
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THE SECOND TALE 
Cant,43. Stanza 73, beginning thug 


Gta ſu diqueifta. 
Terra,vu Anſelmo di famiglia degna, 


% ({Ithin this citty dweltnot long agoe, 
V3 /:- | One calld Aafelmo, of rich family, (know, 

YA! W ho,Studient like his youth'did ſpend,to 
"1 AST Che Laws which VIpian taught moſt curi- 
Ar latt te joughta wife, which wel might ſhow (ouſly 
His match, for birth, fer fame and honeſty: 
And one (by chance) not farre from hencehe found, 
T he faireſt Wench that cuer trodon ground. 


With ſweete behauiour,ſuch a heavenly grace, 

As ſhe did ſeeme al Loue and Amoroulnes, . 

And for his ſtate (perhaps) too luſtie was, 

Whoſe yeeres(good man)craude not ſuch youthfulnes? 
No ſooner had he her, but he did paſſe 

For icalouſie,that tong cannot the ſame expreſle, 

Not that ſhe gaue him cauſe ſo for to care, 

But, cauſe ſhe was ſo wittie and fo faire, 


Tnthis ſclfe Citty was a worthy Knight, 

Of ancient ſtocke and honorable race, 

Who did deſcend from that fame Linage highe, 
Which ſprung from out the jawes and Serpents face, 
Whience Manto, with many a worthy wight 

That Mantua built, are comen in like caſe; 

This Cavalice Adonio had to name, | 

Who fell caamorcd of this daintice Dame, 
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The ſecond Tale. 
And for to gaine her love, in princelike wiſe, 
Without all reaſon he beganne to ſpend 

In rich Attire,in Feaſts,in ſtrange Deviſe, 

Or what to make him famous more did tend: 
Tiberius themperors gold, could fcarce ſuffice» 
For charges ſuch —_ twas without cnd, 
So (as I guelle) ſcarſe paſſed were twoyeere, 
But that conſumde beth land and liuing were. 


His houſe which was before frequented ſo, 

With troupes of fained friendes beth nighr and day, 
Al deſolate remainde,when once the ſhow 

Ot Pheſant,Quaile, and Partridge did decay) . 

And he which captaine of the crue'did g0e 

Before, bchinde the doore as now doth ſtay: 
 Andſecinghiwſelfe; by ſpending thus orethrowne, 
He thought to go where net he ſhould be knowne. 


Wirh this intent one morningearly, he 

Without leaue taking, leaucs his natue home, 
And with ſalt teares and fighes moſt heauily, 
Along the citties moated wall doth rome» 

Nor can he Lady his, from memory 

Let ſlip, (a caulc of ſecond griefe and mone) 
Whey, lo,from greateſt ill, a ſodaine chance 

To greateit good, (vnlookte for) him doth yance; 


He ſeethacountry Clowne with cudgel great, 
Belaboring in the ficld a buſh amaine, | 
Wherewith he ſtayes, and why he ſo doth beate 
Thar vncouth place, demaundeth of the Swaine, 
Who anſwers, that withinthat hedgy Set, 

An old and hugie Snake did thereremaine, 

So greatand long, asnere he ſaw before 

In all his hfe, nor thoughthe ſee ſhould more, 


A ffirming,thence he would not wend his way, 


Before that he had foundand kilid herthere, 
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The firſt Tale. 
Adonio, when he heard him fo to ſay, 

No longer paticntly thoſe wordes could heare, 

For vnto Snakesa fauour bare he ay, 

And for their Armes, his Houſe the ſame did beare 


In memory, his Predeceſlors came, 
OtSerpents teeth ylowne, by Cadmus ſlaine. 
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And ſomuch with thi; pefaatdid and faid, 

T hat (gainſt his will) he left that enterpriſe, 
So as the Snake ſlaine was nor, or more fraid, 
Nor hurt, or ſovght for more in any wiſc. 
Adonio (after) ſo his iourney made, 

As none,nor him,nor his eſtate deſcries: 
And in great neede, and griefe of mind doth beare 
His countries abſence almolt ſeu'n whole yeare. 


Yet neither diſtance far,from cittie thence, -- 

Nor wretched life he did ſuſtaine through neede, 

His wandring thoughts from ancient loue could fence, 
Which (till atreſh within his heart doth breede, 

And him doth force againe to his louing Wench 

To turne, his eyes on beauty hers to feede: 

Wih buſhie beard,ficke checre, and ragged weede, 
His way from whence he came he takes with ſpeede. 


Meane time, it hapt ou: Citie had to ſend 

Pout buſines great to the Pope, an Orarter, 

Who on his Holnefſe ſhould wait and tend, 
How lons, none knew, this lute for to prefer, 
(The lots caſt) tis the Iadgeslucke to wend, 

A diſmal] day for this Ambaſlater, 

He faines excuſe, prayes,gives, with promiſe moe, 
To ſtay at home(but torc'te)he needes mult goe. | 


Not vnto him ſo cruel had it beene, 

And he ſupported had witb leſſer griefe, 
His bawels r1pped forth for to haue ſecne: « - 
And bloody heart, torne out, without rcliefes 
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| The ſecond Tale. 
Through iealous feare with viſage pale and leane, 
In abſence his, his Wife he doubteth chicfe, .. 
| Yet in beſt maner, with ſweete words molt trims 
He prayes her, ſhe willerue be vnto him, 


Saying» a woman, neither Fauour faire, 
Nobiliry,nor Fortunes worldly wealth 

Famous can make, andin truth norcare, 

If chaſte in life ſhe be not of hir ſelfe, 

And that ſuch Vertue, alwayes triumph bare, 
Which beiag forc'te, yeeldes not, for life or Pelfe, 
aGreat proofe whereof, whillt he ſhould abſcat be, 
He ſaid,he haue ſhould of her Chaſtiie. [ 


With theſe and ſuch like ſpeeches to the ſame, 
He her perſuades,that ſhe would conſtant dure: 
For his departure ſhe doth waile amaine, 

And ot her faith, ſhe weeping doth him ſure, 
Swearing, the Sunne firſt darkened ſhall remaine, 
Before he once wil ſtaine her Honor pure, 

And that lhee'le bide to dic a thouſand time, 

T han once be ſpotted withſo foule a crime. 


Although he at her vowes and promiſe ſweete 
Some credite gaue, and quiet was in ſhow, 

Yet leaue he did not; further for to ſeeke 
(Caule for to haue indeede to waile and woe) 
A friend he had, for cunning grear, none leekes 
Of things to come,the certaine to foreſhow, 
Of Zorcery,Lots caſting,Magicke Art, 

All knew he, or of all, the greateſt part, 


Tohim he gocs, and prayeshimtake the paine, 
By his rare skill, the truth co him to ſhow, | 

If that Argia(ſo his Wife had name) 

Should (whilſt he broade were) honeſt be ornos 
Whereto he {trait agreeing (wntreatedfo) 

His Compas rakesthe Poics he meaſures plaine, 
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The ſecond Tale, * 
Aofcimo leaueshim ftudying;andnext day 
For anfiwer of him, takes his ready way, 


Th'aftronomer, not for to tell what mighe 

T he Doctor gall, kept ſilence for awhile, | 

And ſought excuſc to hideit from his fighr, 

But when he ſawe he wasas one with Chile, ]. 

To know his ill,he [aide, herfaith once plivhe 

She breake ſhould, cre he gone was forth one mile, 


- Not forc'te by Praters, or Beauty in this cale, 


But fouly being corrupt by gaine moſt baſe. 


Toynde to firft fearc and doubt he had as now, 


The threatnings of the angry Heauens aboue, 


How he did feele himſelfe 1magin thou, 

Ifſuch like chance hath hapned thee in Loue, 

Yet that which makes his heart to burſt and bow, 
And moſt of all his galled minde doth mone, 

Is for to knew, orecome wtth Avarice, 

Sheelc {cll ker Honor at a wotthlcſle price. 


Now to preuent what poſsible might be, 

T hat into Errors ſuch ſhe might not fall, 

(For Want makes men the Alters oft we ſce, 

To robbe, that they may liuc from needy T hrall, 
Such jewels and gold,as he had vnder key, 

(For he had mountaines) to her ganec he all,) 
Rents, Leales, Debts, Reuenues of his land, 
Andall he had he putinto herhand, 


\, 
Withleane (quoth he) not onely thou this Wealth 
For thy expenſes (as ſhall Ike thee) take, 
But as thou pleaſe, ſeli, ſpend this palrry Pelfe, 
Waſte,and conſume, and hauocke of all make, 
Nor othe1 count Ile haue (ere) of thy ſelfe 
So,as I leaue thee, I may (louing Mate): | 
Find thee the ſame» ſo,ſuch I ind thee may, — 


Scll, Houſe. Farme, Liuings, Leaſe, and all aways 
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The ſecond Tale. 
Befides,when he ſhall part,he her doth pray 
She would to the Country,to her Mannor wends 
And not within the noyſome citrie ſtay, 
Where the night live more free from troubles pend: 
Allth:s (aide hee, becauſe he thought not ay, 
T hoſe country Swaines who bealts and plows do tend, 
Could ere corrupt by ſubtile ſhifts molt rife, 
The chalte defires ot his beloued Wife. 
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Meane while Argia doth with armes embrace, 
And hangs her tcarefull husbands necke abour, 
And doth with pearly drops bedew that face, 

| Which forth from cics,as from afounraine ſprowt, 
Ir gricues her ſhe is blamedin this caſe, 
As if already ſhe had cauſde him doubt: 
And rhat from hence ſuſpition his yniuſ? 
Did ſpriog,bicauſe ber Faith he did miftiuſt. 


Orelong it were, all here forto be pend, 
W hich at his parting, ſaid was by them both, 
Atlalt (quoth he) mine Honor Icommend 
Tothee, and fo doth wend his way, though loath? 
And ſurcly then his life ſeemde for to end, 
When horſe he turnes, and riding from her goth, 
She him lookesafter,till he 15 outof fight, 
- Sweete teares diſtilling from Loues Lymbeckebright, 


Meane while wretched Adeniopale and wan, 

And (as I faid before) much changde to ſee, 

Towardes country his, his tourney tooke (poore man,) 
Hoping he ſhould not knowne ot any be: 

And by that Lake hard by the cittie came, 

Where hethe Snake from country Boore did free, 
Who her beſficging, in the hedge had pents 

And meant to kill her, creaway he went. 


Arriving there, bout dawning of the day, 
(For yet the skies ſome (tarres cleere ihining bare) 
M 2 | 
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The ſecond Tale. 
He ſaw to come in princely girments gay, 
T owardes himalonglt the ſhore a Lady faire, 
And thughb nor Man, nor M uide with her di d ſtay, 
Her preſence ſhewd,ſhe was a Perſnage rare, 
Who him accofts with fweete and grarious cheare, 
Aud atter,him ſalutes, as you [hall heare. 


Although (fir Knight)to you vnknowne Tam, 
Yer I your Parent hight, much to you bound, 
For both of vs from worthy Cadimus came, 
And ro deſcend from that ſame line are found: 
| The Fairy Manto am I (of whoſe name, 
if Becauſe to build this Cittie, | in ground 
k The firſt ſtone laide,it Mantua called 1s, | 


As oft th'aſt heard, valelle my markesI miſle.) 


q Of Fairics one am I,and ofour farall ſtarre, 

p (Cauſe it importes vs) to thee ſhew I will: 

| In ſich atime borne were we, as weare 

(Fxcepting death) ſubic&to eu'ry ill, 

But (fo) to be itmmortall worſe is farre, 

T hen for to dic, for (living( die we (till, 

Since each of vs, each ſcucnth whole day is fure, 
From Fate,to Snake (changde (o)that timeto dure. 


] - Toſecourſelues cloſde in fo foule askin, 

Ard crawling creepe,{oloathſome is a fight, 
 As:othe world no vgher thing can ſceme, 

Arid curſe we do the houre we firſt ſawe light. 
How I beholding to thee much have beene, 
(For I will ſhew thee whence this comes aright:) 
Know then, that whilſt in ſnakie ſhape we lutke, 
We are 1n danger of great harmes and hurt. 


4 
». 


No !tuingthingon earth ishated fo, 

As Serpents arc,and we which haue their forme, 
It wc be ſpide, do ſuffer wracke and woes 
Each one allailing vs, with furious RRerme, | 
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The fecond Tale. 
If we ſome hole finde not wherein to goe: 
Ovr skinnes, with blowes arc all tobeate and tornes 
And better athouſand times to dic it were, | 
Than maimde and lame, ſuch plages ſtil for to beare. 


Much am Ibovnd tothce; for ona time 

As thou did(t paſle along this pleaſant Shade, 
From country Carle thou ſau'dlt this lite of mine, 
Who in this place,me,dead for feare ſore fraid, 
And had't not bin for thee this heauy ſ1gne 

I borne had on my backe,who loade on laid, 

Or at the leaſt had made me ſmembred he, 
Though twasnot in his power to make me die. 


For whilſt we traile like Snakes our breaſts on ground, 
The Planets, which ynto vs ſubic& are 

At other times, now (coutrary) are found, 

We wanting force, their:power from vs they barre: 
At other times, the Sunne by vs is bound 

Still for to ſtand, more darke than Darkeneſle farre, 

T he carth to moue,and tyrne in (trangeſt guiſe, 


The Ice to flame, and fire to melt like Ice. 


Now am I come tothanke thee for thy paine, 

And this good turne done me, to recompence, 

Aske whatthou wilt, (nor ask't ſhalt thou in vaine) 
For now I amſree from Vipers ſhape and ſence, 
Thrice richer than thy father did remaine 

I will thou be, before thou goe trom hence, 

Nor though thou wouldſt;thou cre more ſhalt be poore 
But (till, the more thou ſpenilſt, rich ſhalt be more. 


' And forbicauſe I knowth'art ſbll in Joue, 

Where firſt thou waſt (nor change canlt thy deſire) 
A way lle ſhew thee forthy belt behoue, 

How thou maiſt to thy wiſhed will aſpires 

Iwill foorthwith this counſel! mine thou proue, 
(For icalous Husband is from home, not by her) 
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Fe one: Ta 
Thouto the Country (where ſhe bides) Galt wendy 
AndlIto help thee, wil oa thee attend. 


Andrtherewithall ſhe gan moſ? cunningly, 
Toreach him how himſclfe he thould preſent 
Fore Lady his, how her to tempt andtrie» 


. What Weeds to weare to further his incenr, 


And deth bethinke what ſhape moſt ftrinely 
She take ſhould for her ſeIfe, tor this attempt, 
For but the terme, whillt lhe lude as a Snake, 

She might what forme ſhe pleaſde vpon her take, 


In habite of a power Pelegrine, | 
She him doth change which begs from doore to doore 
Herlſcifeintoa lit:le Dog ſo ſmalland fine; 

As Nature n'er had made the like before, 

With curld haire, white I1ke to the Armeline, 

For making (trange,but ſtrange for tricks much mores 
Thus metamorphoſde both, they taxe their way, 
Towards Argiacs houſe, where ſhe did (tay. 


And firſt amongſt her Plowmen aud her Hindes, 
Before he would into her Mannor 70. | 
His oten pipe, with cunning great he'windes; 

At ſound whereof, the Dog to Dance doth hows 
Thisnoyle and newes Argia itraitway findes, 
And ſhe would fee 1t 1t were true or nos 


 Andcauſde the beggar come into their court, 


As was the DcRors Deſtiny and Sart, 


And there Adonio doth his Nog commaund, 
(Who dauncing many Galliardes) him obayes, 
Both Ours,and | Forraine he doth vnderſtand, 

With crickes,the Meaſures 1uſt, he keepes alwayes; 
In briefe he knowes ſo well in tarne of hand 

To do what he1s bid, whilſt thother plaies» 

T hat whoſo ſeeth him, in loue's with hun fo, 
Asnot fromthence his cies lets willing goes. _— 


* \ * . - 
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The fecond Tale. 
TheLady at this ſame doth much admire, 
And longs to haue this prety Puppy ſmall, 
And by her Nurſe,for price deth it require, 
CAs ſhedorh thinke) ſhe might haue ſped withall. 
TfL quoth he, more wealth had, than deſire 
Could in the greedy mindes of Women fall, 
Sufficient valure were it not, nor boote, 


No nor to buy my lutle Dogge his foote. 


And for to ſhewhe naught but truth had told, 
He tooke the Nurſe into a corner by, 

And willd his Dog one peece of pureſt gold 
To gue to her, in ſigne of Curtelre : 
He Tak te his haire, the coyne ſhe did beholdes 
Adonio vvilld her take it preſently, 

Saying, Now tell me, think(ſt thou any priſe, 
Able to buy my Dog in worthy vviſc? 


Whatſo I will, the ſame I neuer miſle, 

Nor ere vvith emptic hands I turne fromhim: 

And cuer vvhen he ſhakes his kairczit is, 

Or Ring,or Pearle,or Garments richand trim, 

Yercell thy Dame, at her commandment tis, 

But not for golde,though I in golde might ſyimmes 

But if I lie vvith her one Night ſhe vill, =4 
The Dog is hers, to haueand holde it (till, 


So ſaide, a pretious Iemme new ſhakte on ground 
He gives the Nurſle, her Miſtris to preſent, 
Who thinkes a better bargaine ſhe hath found, 
Than if a hundred Ducats her were ſent: 

She turnes th'embaſlage ſhe deluers round, 

And her perſuades, hat the would be content 

To take the Dog:and taking lo the ſame, 

At ſuch a price, not loole ſhe doth,bur gaine. 


Atfirſt Argiafaize vowilling ſeemes, , _ 
Partly becaulc her faith the would not breake, 
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Partly, becauſe [te ſuch reportes ſtill deemes 
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The ſecond Tale. © 


Moſt falſe, which ſhe the crafty Nurſe heard ſpeake, 
Who her perſuades,her will from thence ſhe weenes, 


 Sayin%fo great a Good, Chance,ſeeld doth reake, 


Which cauſde her point another day when the, 
4 he Dog ſuch wonders wotke, alone might (ce, 


:T his ſecond Audience,which Adonio got, 

The Iu1gesrume'wrought, and vtter fall, 

His Dog diſchargde ſuch double golden ſhor, 

Such chaines of pearie, gems, pretious ſtones withall, 
As vanquiſhr heart did yee'd to th'aflault ſo hot, 

And ſooner was the Breach made in this wall, 

When lhe did know,this Knight her louer was, 
Which for her ſake from country leng did paſle. 


The counſell ſtill (her Proxie)to her gaue, 

The prayers of her Lover there 1m place, 

The gaiae (he fawe by this which he ſhould have, 
The wretched Do@ors abfence 1n like caſe, 

T he hope that none for this would her depraue, 

Each thought moſt chiſte from brealt away did chaſe: 
As thethe Dog doth take,which to —_ 

She yeeldes her ſelte a pray to bis delight. 


Adonio of his loue!y Laſle long time 

Did reape the dulcer Sweet,to whom the Fate 
So great good wouldas ſhe her ſelte did bine 

Ay tor toltay with her in ſeltc ſame ſtate: 

The Sunne by order now had paſlt echſigne, 
Before the Iudge had leaue to part : though lates 
Arlaſt be turnes, bur yet ſuſpeting ſore, 

What the Aſtronomer forctolde before. 


He being come to the Citrie, ſtrait doth goes 

Vyto the houſe of this hisfriend, and prayes 

He of his Wife, the truerhrro him would ſhow, 

It (yet) ſhe falſe ortrue vnto himftayes,. "a 
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| The ſecond Tale. 

The Site he of the Poles deth figure tho, | 
And to'each Planet giues his Place ſtraightwaics, 
And after anſwered, that melt true it was, 

That what hefirſt teard, was now come topaſle. 
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Thar through great gifts cotrupted was his Wife, 
By one whome the «1d loue and honour chiete;;: 
1 his to frhe DoQtors heart, wentlike a knite, 

Or farre by oddes, fo pricking was his | Wins 

Yet for to know the certaintic more rite, 
(Although too.much before, he did belicte) 

To the Nurſe he goes, and taketh her apart, 

And for to know the ſame, doth vſec great Art. 


Like Blood-hound skild, he windes about the Buſh, 
Now here , now there, to finde this cunning Trace, 
But (all in vayne,)for allat firſt was huſh, 
Although great Arte he vſcd inthis Caſe: 

For, the as one that knew ( at deadly puſh ) 

To helpe, denied each thing with braſen Face: 

And (as a craftie Queane ) one Month or more, 

She helde him in ſuſpence, yer doubting ſore. 


Bur, had he known what griefe the tructh would brings 
M - ſ\ w_— had ſeemdeto him, thus, ſo to doubt ; 
When he in;vaine ſaw. zhat not any thin 

From Nurle by mts, oe he was» bolrtour, 
He thought to touch another kinde of Sering, 

And with great Cunning went the fame about: 
Watchingfto ſee, if they would fall at iarre, 

*For where as Wemen be, is {trife and warre. 


And as he lookt for, ſodid hap the ſame : 

For at hiſt Breach;which twixt them did ariſe, 

The Beidani (without ſceking) tohum came, 

And, all the kaew, bewraid in ſpightful! wiſe: 

Which when haheard,Gnete;(.ſo)his heart did paine, 
As (carle torelgawT ———_ deuiſe. _. 
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The ſecond Tale. | 
For little wanted he through Paſſions ſadde, 29i28:1T 
That he became not then ftaike ſtaring madde, 


In th'end, o'receme with rave, he doth diſpoſe 
To kill hunſelle, (but firſt) his Wife to ſlay, 
And that one bloodie Sword from both ſhould loſe, 
From b1m his Griefe, from her, the Shame away : 
Ancenſt with Furie thus, he forthwith goes 
To the Cittic, and [cite mind 19 him doth (tay ; 
T hence, One he truſtes, ro his Mannour he doth will 
To goc, and what he bids, doth charge tulfi!!. 


The Charge is this; That to his Wife he tell 


i From him, to come from Countrie ſpeedily, 
| For he an Ague hath ſo ſharpe and ell, 
[ As if the haſte not,(ere ſhe coms,)he'le dye, 


So as it ſhe will ſhew to lout him well, 

p She come with him, without more Companye: * 

| She will come lie knowes, and then in midſt of ways 
Her Throat he bids hum cutte» without delay, 


The Seruant, to his Miftreſſe, out of hand, 

(As he was wil'd,) doth tell his errand ſtraite: 
Away ſhe coms, as th'usband did command, 

And takes with her her Dogge, (that friendly Fate) 
Who made her ( fore.) this Danger r'vnderſtand, 
Yet bad her goc, not doubring her Eſtate: 

For ſhe(foreſceing the ſame) protided had 

To helpe her, when lhe ſhould be ill beſtadde. 


Out of right way, the Seruant now was gonne,,. 

By divers viicooth Pathes not vſdeat all, 
Chaunſing a River for ro I1ightvpon, +! 
W hich in this Flood, from T h'appeninedoth fall, 
Where was a Wood,on which no Sunne had ſhonnes 
From Village wide, and farre from Citties Wall; ' 
This ſecret Plzce, (for his Intentmoſt fat 


He thought, whathe vvasurild; for tocommit.. k 
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| The ſecond Tale, 
He drawes his Sword, and his Authoritie 

To his Miſtreſle, ( from his Lorde) he tel!eih plaine, 
And therefore wills her, God and World to cite 
Mercie, before ſhe dycth, for linfull Shame, 

I know not how, ſhe vaniſht ſodainly : 

But whca he thought her, there for to haue ſlaine, 

No more he ſaw her, though he ſought all day, 

So as a Foole he came, he went away. 


CO 


Backero the Tudge returnes he ;nuch aſhamde, 
Aſtoniſhe and amazde with fearctull cheere, 

” And doth raccount this Accident ſo framde ; 
Anſelmo, what to thinke well of this geere 
Knoweth nor, nor that the Manro Fatc remaind 
At Seruice of his Wifc,he ne re did heare: 

For when to him, the Nurſe therelt reucalde, 
T his onely (why I know not ) the concealde, 


He knowesnot what to doe; for of the ſpight 
Fe's notreuengde, norleflencd is his Woe ; 
What firit a Straw was, ( now )) a Beame's in ſight, 
So heauie lyeth it at his Heartbelow: 

T he Fault few knew, he now hath made ſo bright, 
As ſhrode he doubtes, each one the ſame will know, 
The firſt Scape might be hidde, The ſecond, hard, 
And cach where would be publiſht afterward. 


T 00 well he knew, that ſince he had bewraid 
Hiscruell minde, when her, he would haue kild, 
(Becauſe ro turne againe ſhe was afraid) 

She to ſome Perſonage great her (ele would yield, 
Who her weuld keepe, whilſt he a Skorne 1s made, 
Andonely (to his Shame ) by Th'others held: 


Perhaps (who knowes) with ſuch one, ſhe imay gree, 
As way beth Ruffian and Adnlterer bee. 


In haſte thereforehe ſendes, this to preuent, 
By Poftcs, and Lexters, for _ her our z 
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The ſecond Tale. - © + * 
Who (here and there) demaunding for her went, ' * 
| Through allthe Citties Lombardie about: | 
_' JHmlcite (inthicnd) doth goe for this jnrent, 
 _ Leaun:gno Place, thar isnotſought by Skout : 
But (all j«vaine ) which makes hym much to muſe, 
Where [hc thould bide, he ntuer could haue newes. 
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Atlaſt, the Man, to whomin truſt he paſt 

Tokill his Wife, (which Driftthe Fate d1d marre) 

He cau{de to bring him to that place in haſt, 

W here the elcapt, to fec if ſhe were there: 

Might be, ſhe kept in hedge, whillt day did laſt, 

j And to ſome houſe, when Night was, did repatre: 

Ft This thought he; So his Man him guides, where he, 

In ſtead of Wood, a Pallace {trange doth ee. 

Meane time Argia faire, had made the Fate - 
A Pallace, ( tramde of Alabalter rych | 
By ſtrange Enchantment ) ſoden!y to make, 

All Go!dit ſeemde,and fairer then NONESYCH\ 

None can of it deſcribe the pompous State: 

Faire was't without, richer within by mych, 

Thar, of my Lordes ( vvhich you lalt night to paſle 

For Coſt did thinke ) ro thisa Cottage was. 


For, not alone the Halles vvere coſtly dighte, 

And Chambers vvuh rich Hangings faſhiond nexve, 

But Scllarsand the Stables had the hke, 

And furmſhe vvith ſuch Stuffe you nught them vievy: 
' Such Plate, and ſo nnch, as count could no \Wighr. 

All ſortes of precious Stone. of ſundry heyy 

The Cuppes and Platters vvere meare for to hold: 


And vvithour ende> the Clothes of Silke and Gold. 


Novy as [ ſaie before, it chaunſt to be 
| The Iudges lucke, to come there in meane ſpace, 
W here, then, henot ſo much did thinke to ſee 
As Cottage poore, but ſhaddovying vvoodic Placez 
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| The ſecond Tale. + 
And at this Chance ſo muſde and maruc!ld he 
He knew not where he-wavn ſuchacaſe,, - , -, 
He knew not if he ſlept, or waken were, | 

Or if his Braine did ſyimme with double becre.: | 
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Heiſpieth an Echiope, ſtanding atthe doore, 

In ſhave deformde,ſo.vgly, as in minde, - 

So bad a Good-face, hener faw before, 0 . 
Nor poſsible his match {o foule to fande, 

Than kſope thouſand times deformed mote, 

His Lookes,cnough to make One({odaine)blinde, 
Beſmeerde,begreaſde, Tom Farrarag in Attire, 

Nor yet the halfe, I tell ofthis ſeete Squire. | 


Anſclmo ſeeing him(ſecingnone other Man, 

Of whom he might demaund whoſe Houſe it is) 

Askes him, it he this doubt.reſolue him can, 

Who anſwereth, Yea, And Lord am] of This, 

The Iudge thinkes ſurely, as he there dotly. (tan, 

The Moorgdoth mocke hinyand thartisniorhis, 
But with great Oathes the Negro ſweares molt plaine, 
His 1s this Pallace, and All in the {ame, 


And offers him to ſee it, if he like, 

To enter, anda view thereofto take, 

Requeſting him, if aughe himthere delight, 

To,yſe it for himſclfe or his friends fake: 

The Iudge his Horle gives to his Man,this Sighe 

T © lee, and bold of Courtfie this doth make: 

And being ſhewd Halles, Galleries, Chambers ſuch, 
He marketh cu'ry Rewme with maruell much. 


The Formeand Site, the curious Building wroughts 
He wonders at, and Golden Treaſures rare, 
Andoften ſaith,the Worldes whole Wealthis nought, 
In Price to Pallace this fo rich and faire; 
The lothſome Moore-who long theſe words had ſoght 
Strait aide; And yet at Worth they valewed are, 
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The ſecond Tale,” 
| Though Gold nor Silver thou for this canſt pay, 
| Yet,what doth coſt thee leſle, giue me thou may. 


And therewithalf,doth make to him Requeſt, 

Asdid Adonioto his Wife before: _ 

For which Demaund the Indgethinkes him a Beaſt, 

And Bedlem like to hane of wit ſnitall ſtore, 

Nor (though repulſed oft) to leate doth reſt, 

Bur with {o apt perſuations egges him ſore, 

His Pallace for requita!l offering (tit!, 
 Tharhcatlaſt yeeldes tons ſhamelelle will. 


Argia ſtoode (choughhid) yet nigh enough, 

Who when ſhe ſaw him in this Error fall, 
"i Leap forth ſtrait «crying, This js gbodly [tuſfe, 
'Þ That I a Door finde helde ſage of All, 
| To do ſuch Sinne, and with ſo foule a Chufte, 
y Judge if him(ſhamde and grieude) ſhe did not gall:-- 
He rather witht he ſuncke had bin in ground, 

Than ſhe with this vile AR, him'ſkeuld haue found, 


His Wife more for his Shame, and her Excuſe, 
Begins tothunder Scoides Shot, mightily, 
Saying, to plague thee what way might 1 chaſe? 

| For what tha{t done with ſuch'a Beaſt as he, 

If (orecometo deſ{weete Natures vie ) 
By Lovers prayers,thotthov#htſt to murther-me, 
Who faire and lovely was,and gaue me fuch 


A preſcat, as thy Houle excells by utuch: 


If Ione Death deſerued inthyminde, / 
Know, thou to hanea hundred worthy art, 
And though-my ſeifeſo ſtrong There do finde, 
AsI might make thee to repent from heart, 
Yet will I not to thee be fo vnkinde, 
E Nor aught Reueyge.but this fecke for my parts 
Set the Gooſe g1blets, gainſt the Hare his foote, -'/7 
Forgiue me,as Ithee,from hearty ro ote, / | (tl 1 
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Lets liue in peace for cuer anda day, 
Remembring neuer more theſe Follics paſt» 

T hatTI of thee, nor thou of me,n'er may 
Through mallice of theſe {capes in teeth be caſt, 
This t:ked well her Husband euery way, 

Who to agreement this, was not the laſt: 

Soto their Houſe in peace they turnde againe, 


And (cuer after) louing did remaine. 


Epilogue, 

FT Hus by the wiſedome of this Louely Wife, 

All former fau'ts (ſoone) quite forgotten be, 
I doubt.me (nowadayes) few ſuch are rife, 
Which would vnto the ſame ſo willing gree, 
And chiefely when their Husbands ſinne in life 
Againlt ſiycere BevT1Es HerRes ſo monſtrouſly, 
Burt maruvell none, the Doors Hornes were blinde, 


Where he ſhould go before,he went behinde, 


Lenuoy. 
ANG you (faire Ladie ) who hare heard this Tale, 
Vouchſateto thinke Iam that Louing Knight, 
The Iudge your Husband, though he doth nor fails 
As th'other did,yet failes his Vow once plight, 
Not Goodes for you, but Life Ic ſpend and All, 
Toioy once more the fauour of your Sight, 
I cannot giue a Golden Dogge as he, 


Aud yer (perhaps) what ſhall more pleaſing be, 


Dixi iR, T. 
In Napoh agh 27. 4; Mare. 1595 
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